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the general judgment or agreement of educated and
earnest men. But we cannot take the educated and
earnest men of all religions, so that here the law of
Catholicity in its proper and primary sense absolutely
fails. To come at the Church we must first suppose
Christianity true, and the Catholic or universal reason
must be that of Christians only. The idea of Catho-
licity is further limited not merely to Christianity, but
to the Church, sect, or party which claims the title of
Catholic. The philosophical idea of a common reason
is lost in the demand of a corporate body to instruct
with authority even this universal, common, or Ca-
tholic reason.

This will be evident if we trace historically the
idea of Catholicism in Christianity. We may grant
that Jesus Christ established a Church or society. That
Church was to consist of teachers and learners. It had
a constitution or government, and Christ promised His
presence with it to the end of the world. If we have
in our minds the Koman Catholic idea of a Church
these words will convey one meaning, if we have the
Protestant idea they will convey another meaning. A
society might be established which was not always to
continue in the same form. It might have teachers
commissioned by Christ without these teachers being
infallible. It might have a government without any
necessity of that government being always the ga^tt^.
Christ might be with His disciples always -raj
giving them immunity from error in
doctrine. "What the words really m$wjfc W^$fc this
case be determined by the facts of            safer as we,

know them.                                        , .
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